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Automobile Era
1945-Present
Automobile EraAutomobile Era
19451945--PresentPresent

19541954
•• Lincoln City Lines ceases West O and Hospital routesLincoln City Lines ceases West O and Hospital routes
19561956
•• The Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956The Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956

“More than any single action by the government since the “More than any single action by the government since the 
end of the war, this one would change the face of America. end of the war, this one would change the face of America. 
….Its impact on the American economy  ….Its impact on the American economy  -- the jobs it would the jobs it would 
produce in manufacturing and construction, the rural areas it produce in manufacturing and construction, the rural areas it 
would open up would open up -- was beyond calculation.” was beyond calculation.” -- President President 
EisenhowerEisenhower
Sets the groundwork for funding of the Interstate System to Sets the groundwork for funding of the Interstate System to 
be built over the next 40 yearsbe built over the next 40 years

‘Ike’ Signs Federal Aid 
Highway Act of 1956
‘‘Ike’ Signs Federal Aid Ike’ Signs Federal Aid 
Highway Act of 1956Highway Act of 1956

Automobile Era
1945-Present
Automobile EraAutomobile Era
19451945--PresentPresent

19571957
•• Interstate 80 construction begins near GretnaInterstate 80 construction begins near Gretna
•• II--80 will take 17 years to complete construction in 80 will take 17 years to complete construction in 

Nebraska and will be fully operational by 1974Nebraska and will be fully operational by 1974

19601960
•• Gateway Mall opens 4 miles east of DowntownGateway Mall opens 4 miles east of Downtown

19611961
•• Second Comprehensive Plan adoptedSecond Comprehensive Plan adopted

Mentions need for bypass routes in conjunction with IMentions need for bypass routes in conjunction with I--8080

Automobile Era
1945-Present
Automobile EraAutomobile Era
19451945--PresentPresent

19661966
•• The first Metropolitan Transportation Study is The first Metropolitan Transportation Study is 

conducted.  Autoconducted.  Auto--dominated.dominated.
“Since the end of World War II, there has been a “Since the end of World War II, there has been a 
phenomenal increase in car ownership….”  “….the ratio of phenomenal increase in car ownership….”  “….the ratio of 
transit travel to total trips has steadily decreased in spite transit travel to total trips has steadily decreased in spite 
of continuing population increases.  Transit riding in of continuing population increases.  Transit riding in 
Lincoln has continued to decline in general accord with Lincoln has continued to decline in general accord with 
increases in suburbanization, automobile ownership and increases in suburbanization, automobile ownership and 
usage.”usage.”

19681968
•• Lincoln City Lines ends service at 8:15 PM Lincoln City Lines ends service at 8:15 PM 

weekdays and reduces Sunday service to 3 hoursweekdays and reduces Sunday service to 3 hours

Automobile Era
1945-Present
Automobile EraAutomobile Era
19451945--PresentPresent

19711971
•• City of Lincoln takes over operations of the transit City of Lincoln takes over operations of the transit 

system naming it Lincoln Transportation Systemsystem naming it Lincoln Transportation System
•• U.S. 77 Lincoln U.S. 77 Lincoln -- South Freeway, West and East South Freeway, West and East 

Bypasses of Lincoln Corridor Study completedBypasses of Lincoln Corridor Study completed

19721972
•• ThirtyThirty--three new fullthree new full--sized buses placed into service sized buses placed into service 

and bus service is expanded throughout the city, with and bus service is expanded throughout the city, with 
Downtown remaining the hub of the systemDowntown remaining the hub of the system

19721972
•• The Highway 2 bicycle/pedestrian trail is included in The Highway 2 bicycle/pedestrian trail is included in 

study for the road improvement projectstudy for the road improvement project

1971 Bypass Study1971 Bypass Study1971 Bypass Study
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Automobile Era
1945-Present
Automobile EraAutomobile Era
19451945--PresentPresent

19731973
•• Sunday bus service is discontinued  Sunday bus service is discontinued  

19761976
•• The expanded “downtown loop” is initiated extending The expanded “downtown loop” is initiated extending 

bus coverage in the downtown areabus coverage in the downtown area

1977 1977 
•• Third CityThird City--County Comprehensive Plan recognizes County Comprehensive Plan recognizes 

bicycles as an element of the transportation system bicycles as an element of the transportation system 
that requires special consideration.  System of long that requires special consideration.  System of long 
range bike routes is recommended and includes both range bike routes is recommended and includes both 
onon--street and offstreet and off--street facilities for both recreational street facilities for both recreational 
and commuter purposes.and commuter purposes.

Automobile Era
1945-Present
Automobile EraAutomobile Era
19451945--PresentPresent
19781978
•• Billy Wolff bike trail along Antelope Creek is Billy Wolff bike trail along Antelope Creek is 

developed as a bikeway demonstration project developed as a bikeway demonstration project 
19821982
•• Evening bus service on Monday’s and Thursday’s is Evening bus service on Monday’s and Thursday’s is 

terminatedterminated
19871987
•• Five peak hour express bus routes providing direct Five peak hour express bus routes providing direct 

service from outlying areas to the Downtown service from outlying areas to the Downtown 
startedstarted

19881988
•• Lincoln Transportation System adopts the name Star Lincoln Transportation System adopts the name Star 

TranTran

Automobile Era
1945-Present
Automobile EraAutomobile Era
19451945--PresentPresent

19891989
•• $1.7 million bond issue passes providing for the $1.7 million bond issue passes providing for the 

development of the Rock Island Trail    development of the Rock Island Trail    

19901990
•• Final Downtown department store closesFinal Downtown department store closes

19901990
•• Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA) passed  Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA) passed  

19911991
•• RidershipRidership on Star Tran falls to 6,000 passengers on Star Tran falls to 6,000 passengers 

per dayper day

Rock Island Trail, North 
of A Street
Rock Island Trail, North Rock Island Trail, North 
of A Streetof A Street

Automobile Era
1945-Present
Automobile EraAutomobile Era
19451945--PresentPresent

19911991
•• The The IntermodalIntermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Surface Transportation Efficiency 

Act (ISTEA) is passed  Act (ISTEA) is passed  
19981998
•• The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century 

(TEA(TEA--21) is passed21) is passed
20012001
•• Comprehensive Plan is amended to include current Comprehensive Plan is amended to include current 

alignments for East and South Beltwaysalignments for East and South Beltways
20022002
•• The 2025 Comprehensive Plan is adoptedThe 2025 Comprehensive Plan is adopted

Provides charge for a multi modal planning Provides charge for a multi modal planning 
efforteffort

History of Transportation 
is a History of Lincoln
History of Transportation History of Transportation 
is a History of Lincolnis a History of Lincoln
Lincoln is a growing city since it was foundedLincoln is a growing city since it was founded
•• Both in land area and populationBoth in land area and population

Different eras provide different patterns and Different eras provide different patterns and 
rates of land developmentrates of land development
•• Horse and buggy Horse and buggy 
•• StreetcarStreetcar
•• BusBus
•• AutomobileAutomobile
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Old Cheney Rd.
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Superior St.

Pine Lake Rd.

Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1870
Population 
2,500

Horse and Buggy EraHorse and Buggy EraHorse and Buggy Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1883
1880 
Population 
13,003

Horse and Buggy EraHorse and Buggy EraHorse and Buggy Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1887

Streetcar EraStreetcar EraStreetcar Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1889
1890 
Population 
55,154

Streetcar EraStreetcar EraStreetcar Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1895

Streetcar EraStreetcar EraStreetcar Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1900
Population 
40,169

Streetcar EraStreetcar EraStreetcar Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1910
Population 
43,973

Streetcar EraStreetcar EraStreetcar Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1915

Streetcar EraStreetcar EraStreetcar Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1920
Population 
54,948

Streetcar EraStreetcar EraStreetcar Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1930
Population 
75,933

Bus EraBus EraBus Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1940
Population 
81,984

Bus EraBus EraBus Era

Old Cheney Rd.

‘O’ St.

Superior St.

Pine Lake Rd.

Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1950
Population 
98,884

Automobile EraAutomobile EraAutomobile Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1960
Population 
128,521

Automobile EraAutomobile EraAutomobile Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1970
Population 
149,518

Automobile EraAutomobile EraAutomobile Era
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1980
Population 
171,932

Automobile EraAutomobile EraAutomobile Era

Old Cheney Rd.
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
1990
Population 
191,972

Automobile EraAutomobile EraAutomobile Era

Old Cheney Rd.
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Lincoln City 
Limits Up To 
2001
2000 
Population 
225,581

Automobile EraAutomobile EraAutomobile Era What will be the future of 
transportation?
What will be the future of What will be the future of 
transportation?transportation?
Personal auto is the dominant form of Personal auto is the dominant form of 
transportation today, but has not always been transportation today, but has not always been 
this way throughout our history and does not this way throughout our history and does not 
have to be in the futurehave to be in the future
Developments in technology, like the automobile Developments in technology, like the automobile 
100 years ago, may dramatically impact the 100 years ago, may dramatically impact the 
future of transportationfuture of transportation
Opportunity to shape transportation over time Opportunity to shape transportation over time 
through policy efforts like the Multithrough policy efforts like the Multi--Modal Modal 
Transportation StudyTransportation Study




